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Meeting Minutes of January 5, 2017 

 
Directors Present: Dennis Cox, David Cote, Rob Pontau, Peter Owen, Steve Johnson, Dan 
Matchett, Christopher Branch, Shawn Bennett, Lionel Cayer, Megan Bates, Steve Bradstreet, 
Ryan Carrigan and Bob Stevens 
 
 
Directors Absent: Bob Burns, Robert Seelye, David Lloyd, Doug Howard, Eric Labelle, Chip 
Swan, Tom Martin, Ralph Norwood and Dean Lessard. 

1. President Dennis Cox called the meeting to order at 9:11 at MMA. 

2. Motion made to approve December, 2016 Meeting Minutes by David Cote and second by 
Peter Owen. Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dave Cote reported: 
  Checking: $8,350.46 
  Savings:   $25,695.39 
Dave noted that the W-9 reports will be filed with Nationals this week. 
 
David indicated that the Chapter is responsible for an outstanding balance for meals at the Fall 
Meeting in the amount of $196.88 and requested a motion to authorize payment of this 
balance.  Steve Bradstreet moved to authorize payment and Lionel Cayer seconded.  The 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Dave also reported that during 2016 the Chapter incurred a small loss to the bottom line, but in 
general the budget is very stable. 
 
The group discussed the dispersement of funds to the Chapter’s two scholarships.  While no 
motion was made, it was generally discussed that any funds targeted to the scholarships 
would be evenly split between the two. 
 
Delegates Report:  Eric Labelle was absent and did not forward a formal report.  Dennis 
noted that Bob Burns was interested in becoming the delegate and is thinking about it. 
  
Membership Report:  Rob Pontau reported the Chapter currently has 157 paid members 
down from 165 last month.  There are several delinquent members that should be coming 
current soon.  Includes both the MTA and Wright-Pierce.  Rob will contact the delinquent folks 
and urge them to re-up.  It was noted that Paul Boudreau, a Chapter Past President and 
longtime Board Director asked to be deleted from the listserve.  Paul is no longer a Chapter 
Member. 
 
Maine Local Roads: Bob Stevens reported that MLRC recently performed the Snow & Ice 
Control training at 8 locations and had over 300 attendees.  It was very well received and had 
some hands-on demos.  Bob was pleased to note there were many first-time folks there. 
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Bob noted that Jerry Douglass will be leaving MLRC and joining Allstate Materials Group.  Also 
Bob is planning to retire in December of 2017 so there will be some changes at MLRC.  Dennis 
offered MLRC the Chapter’s commitment to help MLRC in anyway it can during these changes.  
 
Website: Nothing formal to report, but Rob Pontau noted that Nationals is making some changes 
to the website.  More on this later. 
 
 
4.MMA Business: Dennis Cox passed around a Board contact information list and asked the 
Directors to update their information and he will get it back to MMA. 
 
5. Spring Meeting: A draft agenda is out for review folks thought it is a very good program.  Dan 
Matchett and H.P. Fairfield graciously offered to donate the shotgun for the raffle.  Thank-you, 
Dan!  Dennis Wagner of DJ’s Municipal Supply has also graciously offered to donate to the cost 
of the breakfast and will supply complimentary coffee mugs as in prior years.  Thank-you Dennis! 
 
The Board discussed at length the issue of soliciting sponsorships for the Spring Meeting.  After 
much lively discussion, a motion was made by Rob Pontau and seconded by Peter Owen as 
follows: “The Chapter will allow Spring Meeting Sponsorships in the amount of $250 which will 
include the use of a small static display”.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Board also created a sub-committee to look at developing a future policy for sponsorships at 
the Spring Meeting and may also discuss future venues, location, format, etc.  The Committee 
volunteers are Dave Cote, Peter Owen and Rob Pontau. 
 
6. Highway Congress 2017: Megan Bates forwarded a draft advertisement around to the Board 
for review.  Megan is talking with other organizations and how we can coordinate with them to get 
more vendors and attendees and has obtained MRRA’s vendor list.  The advertisement will go in 
the Maine Townsman this month and will send out a vendor registration form e-mail this week.  
Dennis and Megan will work on a SOP for the event. 
 
Megan noted that she needs help updating the Access database used for vendor registration.  
Bob Stevens and Megan will work on it and if they need additional help, either Steve Johnson or 
Rob Pontau will get it updated through their contacts. 
 
Megan will coordinate with Dean Lessard to ensure we have the attendee bags available for the 
congress. 
 
The Board discussed at length the Snowplow Roadeo noting that Bob Malley, PW Director from 
Cape Elizabeth and longtime coordinator of the Cumberland County runoff has asked to pass the 
baton.  Dennis Cox will work with folks to get a replacement for Bob.  Also, will discuss the format 
of the rodeo to conform with Nationals. 
 
The group discussed vendor attendance and need of each director to reach out to the vendors 
they have a relationship with to talk up the show sooner rather than later.  Mega will send out the 
vendor list to the Board for review and to start making contacts. 
 
Dennis also mentioned we should be watching chicken futures. 

7.  Supervisory Training: Rob Pontau noted that the Sub Committee will meet on January 17 to 
come up with outline. Bob Stevens cannot make that day so Rob may reschedule to a date Bob 
or MLRC can make. 

8.  August Meeting Planning: Subcommittee (Bob Seelye, Rob Pontau, and Steve Johnson) did 
not meet yet.  Steve volunteered to chair committee and will schedule a conference call Rob, Bob 
S. and Dave in Lincoln to discuss the August meeting. 

9. Board Openings: Rob Pontau moved that Ryan Carrigan of Ray Labbe & Sons be appointed 
to the Chapter’s last open seat.  The motion was seconded by Steve Johnson.  Unanimously 



 
approved.  The Board confirmed Bob Burns is on Board of Directors in regular seat.  Dennis 
noted that he has chatted with Bob who is interested in being delegate.  Bob needs a bit of time 
to sort out his schedule and will get back to Dennis in the next few months. 

10. Career Incentive: Nothing new to report 

11. Sustainability: Nothing new to report  

12. Next Meeting: January 5th at MMA 

13: Other Business: Chris Branch raised the issue of succession in Public Works and the 
difficulty of finding young candidates to replace the aging codgers of the field.  The Board 
discussed this issue and will look to develop a relationship with the UMaine folks for both 
engineering type positions and other public works roles.  Ryan noted there is an upcoming job fair 
at UMaine on February 1st.  Steve J. will coordinate with Dave Cote about the possibility of having 
a booth at that job fair. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:55 AM. 

 

 


